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ness of the sinful nature of our existence, may also be manifested in quite another way, nay, it may be recognised, wherever, in things small or great, is manifested a striving against one's own natujre without an egoistic motive. Accordingly, so far as this condition is fulfilled, not only he is an ascetic who becomes voluntarily poor, but he also who, instead of using his wealth for his own gratification, applies it to the alleviation of another's suffering, or to enterprises in the service of humanity. Nor is the observer of perfect chastity alone an ascetic, but he also who in self-denying labour sacrifices himself for his family ; again not merely he who through all kinds of mortification weakens the body, but also he who in devotion to the calling which is his lot, fulfils his duty without regard to his own welfare, even to the sacrifice of his own personality. He therefore who desires to take the highest road, will find the opportunity for doing so in the position he fills, whatever it be. In this sense the Code of Manu already says (i I, 235):
br&hmanasya tapo jn&namjapah kskatrasyarakshanam^ vaifyasya tu *tapo vdrtd, tapah gildrasya sevanam*
" The asceticism of the learned class is knowledge, the asceticism of the military class is protection, the asceticism of the merchant class is labour, the asceticism of the gftdra class is service."